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Samuel Butler was quoted as saying 
“In law nothing is certain but the 

expense” This is still as prevalent today 
as it was then.

All legal funding is at the absolute 
discretion of the Deputy General 
Secretary. To be eligible for the support 
of the Police Federation a member 
must meet the criteria contained in our 
Statutory Fund Rules.

If the criteria are met then Legal 
assistance for members charged with an 
offence arising from driving on duty, Legal 
assistance for members facing criminal 
proceedings for any offence alleged in 
the performance of their duties, and legal 
advice and representation in appropriate 
discipline matters.

There are many cases when the Police 
Federation have defended officers both 
criminally and during  disciplinary 
procedures where the legal costs have 
been met by the Police Federation because 
the criteria has been covered.

But what happens when the criteria  
isn’t met? 

The easiest example is an investigation 
arising from an off duty incident—whether 
a criminal allegation or a Gross Misconduct 
allegation which the member is not 
accepting is alleged. The only option left 
in this scenario is to access the group 
Insurance scheme and the Legal Insurance 
Management (LIM).

Dave Lowe is the Misconduct Leader for Merseyside Police Federation. 
He highlights the importance of being a member of the Group Insurance 
Scheme to ensure Officers are fully covered against ALL risks.

Are You Covered?

By Dave lowe, 
Misconduct Lead 
Merseyside Branch 
Board

An application is then made to Legal 
Insurance Management and if authorised 
the cost will be met by the insurers.

In times of austerity it is becoming 
harder for officers to make ends meet 
but I would urge you to keep this Group 
Insurance policy running and if you 
are not a member then please consider 
signing up to the group insurance 
scheme. This isn’t a hard sell and I’m 
not trying to frighten you into signing up 
but recently I have had the unfortunate 
experience of informing officers that 
they will have to cover the cost of legal 
representation rather than L.I.M.

I have heard some officers explaining 
that they are covered on their household 
insurance policy regarding legal fees but 
when reading the small print the policy 
will only cover you for criminal proceedings 
NOT for any internal disciplinary.

When you consider that you could face 
a criminal trial at crown court and be 
acquitted, you may then also face an 
internal, full powers hearing with dismissal 
being a possibility. The cost of a solicitor 
at the hearing along with a top barrister to 
represent you and keep your job doesn’t 
come cheap.

Officer A was subject of a drug test 
which subsequently proved positive 
when tested. The officer denied taking 
any drugs from the outset and was 
subsequently interviewed not criminally, 
and represented by the federation. The 
officer always denied taking any illegal 
drugs and this resulted in them being 
subjected to a full powers hearing with 
dismissal from the force an option. It was 
not duty related and fortunately they were 
in the group insurance which covered a 
forensic specialist, a solicitor and counsel 

to represent them resulting in them being 
exonerated at the hearing. The cost for this 
representation was £5,984.64. 

Officer B had criminal allegations made 
against them off duty unrelated to police 
duty. They were subsequently charged 
and attended a five day trial at crown 
court which resulted in a not guilty 
verdict. The officer had a highly trained 
solicitor provided by Slater & Gordon via 
Merseyside Police Federation funded by 
LIM for several interviews prior to the 
charging decision and then they were 
represented by a leading barrister at the 
trial. Total cost of the officers defence 
£11,891.60.

The cost to the member was just £26.35 
per calendar month. 

There are numerous other cases I could 
quote you. Unfortunately there have also 
been cases where officers have come to 
us not covered and they are having to 
find the cost of the legal defence team 
themselves. 

Often the only option is to re -mortgage 
the house if you can or obtain a large 
loan to cover the costs.

You wouldn’t go on holiday without 
insurance or drive your car without 
insurance, so please don’t run the risk 
of having to defend your career for a 
nonsense allegation which may prove 
extremely expensive.

Even if you are successful in the case 
then there is still the case of trying 
to reclaim the costs through the legal 
system which as I'm sure you will be 
aware as Samuel butler precisely stated 
“In law nothing is certain but the 
expense.”


